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TO 


COLONEL JAMES EDWARD UN. 


AND 
7 
THE OFFICERS OF THE 
= LOYAL ESSEX REGIMENT or FENCIBLE INFANTRY, 
4 | THE FOLLOWING 


. 
SERMON, 
( PREACHED AND PUBLISHED AT THEIR REQUEST ) 


IS RESPECTFULLY DEDICATED, 
3 


THEIR OBEDIENT SERVANT, 


FAMES MOORE. 


I, MACCABEES: iii. 20, 21. 


THEY COME AGAINST US IN MUCH PRIDE AND INIQUITY 
TO DESTROY US, AND OUR WIVES AND CHILDREN, AND 


TO SPOIL US: BUT WE FIGHT FOR OUR LIVES AND 


GUR LAWS, 


| HIS is the animating addreſs of Judas Maccabeus to 
T the faithful few, who under his conſecrated banners, 
fought with cheerfulneſs the battles of Iſrael, and protected 
the ſervants of their God. Animated with the reſiſtleſs 
fervor of religion, zealouſly attach'd to the true intereſts of 
his country, relying with full confidence on the aſſiſtance 
of the Lord of Hoſts, he was now preparing with his ſmall 


band, to contend againſt the unnumber'd hoſt of Syria. To 


a mind temper'd like his, where awful valour fat reſtrain'd 
by virtue; to the hero who fought and triumph'd for religion, 
for liberty and law; who raiſed his ſword to protect the 
altars of his God from profanation, to reſcue his countrymen 
from the horrors of lavery, and to preſerye to them that belt - 

B | freedom, 


66 
freedom, that ſprings from law; to preſerve inviolate thoſe 


endearing connections, which as members of ſociety unite 


us to our kind — to the man who raiſed his ſword in ſuch a: 


cauſe, was given the aid and inſpiration of omnipotence, 
It is no hard matter, ſaid the yaliant Judas, for many to be 
ſhut up in the hands of a few, and with the God of Heaven 
it is all one, to deliver with a great multitude, or a ſmall 
company: for the victory of battle ſtandeth not in the mul- 
titude of an hoſt, but ſtrength cometh from heaven. They 


come againſt us in much pride and iniquity to deſtroy us, 


and our wives and children, and to ſpoil us: but we fight for 


our lives and our laws. Wherefore the Lord himſelf will 


overthrow them before our face: and as for you, be ye not 


afraid of them. 


Thus encouraged, the ſoldiers of Iſrael were led to 


battle and to victory. 


The ſame God, who delivered the Aſſyrians into the hands 


of Judas, reigns at this day, and exerts his all-mighty power 
to protect his faithful worſhippers, Sometimes for the 
offences 


TRA 
offences of a guilty nation, for the rebellion of a people laden 
with iniquity, he may uſe thoſe that know not him, as the 
rod in his hand to ſcourge his offending followers, and to 
bring them to their allegiance ; for thoſe whom © he loveth 
he chaſtenethl. But when obduracy is melted into con- 
trition, the clouds of his wrath will be ſucceeded by the | 
bright beams of his eternal love. He is a God, kind and 
long fuffering, anxious for the happineſs of his people, and 
who never afflits them but to promote their eternal welfare. 
Conſcious of this, we ought not to be dejected, if the Lord 
appears not always preſent with us; we ſhould rather kiſs 
the rod, and bleſs the chaſtiſing hand of that foſtering father, 
whoſe afflictions are bleſſings in diſguiſe — they detach us 
from a world where we have no long tarrying place, and fit 
us for thoſe heavenly manſions, where joy knows no pauſe, 


and where pleaſures for ever flow. 


Perhaps no calamity to which nations are ſubject, is ſo 
terrible as war. By it, myriads are ſeen to be ſwept, as it 


were by * the beſom of deſtruction” into an awful and 


tremendous 


( M3 
tremendous eternity, unprepared for their eternal change, 
and in the bloſſom of their ſins. The righteous and unrigh- 
teous equally experience it's horrors. Soon after the fall of 
man, it enter'd into the world, and will continue in it, while 
our paſſions run in their old channel, notwithſtanding the 
reveries of idly ſpeculative philoſophers, who hope to extir- 
pate it, by the feeble efforts of their pen. The whole that 
can be effected in the preſent ſtate of things, is to wield the 
weapons of warfare, under the banners of tenderneſs and 
humanity. Let not the tear of pity be eſteem'd derogatory 
to the warrior's rugged cheek — a bleeding foe demands on 
Chriſtian principles the utmoſt exertions of his benevolence: 
It matters not whether he has been well or ill uſed by his 
frostrate foe. If the latter, he can ſhew that he is ſuperior to 
the paltry pleaſure of revenge, and 1s capable of enjoying 
that greateſt of human felicities, the felicity of forgiving and 
forgetting injuries. The moſt barbarous, ferocious enemy 
muſt ſoon become ſenſible, that the praiſe of valour is inferior 
to that of generoſity, and muſt through envy, if uninfluenc'd 


by better principles, be compell'd to imitate the — 
is 


1 


his gallant antagonift— The native nobility of ſpirit peculiar 
to Engliſh Soldiers, has rendered them as celebrated through 
a long ſeries of ages, for their humanity, when the din of 
war has ceaſed, as for their valour amidſt it's wildeſt horrors! 
At no period of time has there been a fairer opportunity of 
exerciſing theſe amiable qualities of the heart, than at this day. 
Attacked by enemies who ſuppole they are progreſſively im- 
proving, the more they conquer thoſe feelings which mankind 
have generally conſidered as diſtinguiſhing the human, from 
the brute animals; by enemies who conſider a bleeding 
world, as the moſt glorious ſpectacle that can be afforded to 
mortals; our ſoldiers may now prove in the ſtrongeſt manner, 
the diabolical ſyſtem of their opponents, and the heavenly 


nature of their own merciful diſpoſition, 


Nothing is ſo pleaſing to the Deity, as mercy ; it is one 
of his grand attributes, and with him it will never be 
nnrewarded — the merciful man, he has declared, ſhall find 


mercy. The nature of man has ſo much of the ſpark of 


heavenly fire, that although for a ſeaſon, it may be obſcured 
C by 
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by the miſts of prejudice, and almoſt extinguiſh'd by the 
baleful inundation of novel, unnatural ſentiments, it muſt 
recover it's native luſtre, and ſhine the brighter for it's tem- 
porary diſappearance — Charity, as well as reaſoning from 
the nature of things, inclines us to ſuppole, that thoſe who are 
ſet in battle array againſt us, may ſoon begin to diſcern tlie 
folly of their conduct; to applaud, to imitate our's; and once 
more to glory in and to deſerve the name of men. When 
this period ſhall arrive, which, O thou God of Mercies ! 
accelerate, thoſe impious as well as fooliſn opinions concern-: 


ing an eternal ſleep will vaniſh before the torch of truth, like 


the ſtars at the appearance of the ſun, The horrible effects 


of atheiſm and infidelity will endear religion to this people 
now ſo groſsly deluded, and ſhe them, that piety contributes 


to comfort and happineſs in this life, as alſo to ineffable joy 


in a world to come. 


Thus far it ſeemed expedient to point out the neceſſity of 
exerciſing a merciful diſpoſition; not becauſe it was doubted 


that a contrary temper might be cheriſhed ; but becauſe 


familiarity 
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familiarity with ſcenes of carnage may gradually render the 
tendereſt heart in ſome degree callous. For your own ſakes, 
| for the ſake of your unhappy enemies, and for the ſake of 
your all gracious Redeemer, who breathed out his ſoul on 
the croſs, that he might ſave you, guard yourſelves my brave 
Country men, from that deteſtable fiend, inhumanity ! As 
for your valour as Engliſhmen, it requires not my feeble aid 
to proclaim it's praiſe, Wherever the daring mariner has 
failed, or the inquiſitive traveller roamed, it has been heard 
of with wonder and with dread. You will not, I am well 
aſſured, tarniſh your country's fame, nor will theſe banners 
be ever ſtain'd with diſgrace. You will remember that you 
are to fight for your lives and your laws. Remember alſo 
that you are to fight againſt a people, who would under the 
ſpecious pretext of liberty, deprive you of your deareſt pri- 
vileges, and would give you in return, anarchy, confuſion, 
and laſting ſervitude — who would deprive you of every 


thing but idle regret, and unavailing remorſe, Survey their 


country, and you will ſee licentiouſneſs flapping her baleful 


wings, and ſcattering poiſon in her flight — you * 
| their 
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their ſoil moiſten'd with the blood of their brethren ; their 
lands ravaged, and their towns raſed, not by the hands of 
enemies, but by their own —- There, © the father riſes againſt 
the ſon, and the ſon againſt his father”— there the ties of 
kindred are diffolved, and every individual is an inſulated 
being, unconnetted, unfriended. You will perceive then, 
that you are to fight againſt the moſt ſanguinary ſyſtem, that 
ever outraged the benevolence of nature — that we are al/ 
engaged in the defence of every thing that is dear to us as 
men, and as members of ſocicty — that we are alſo defending 
ourſelves againſt the infinuating poiſon of opinions, deſtructive 
of our ſocial exiſtence, ſubverſive of a conſtitution, that is 
the faireſt fabric of human wiſdom. Crown'd with the ſpoils 
of every art, and deck'd with the wreaths of every muſe, 
winging our eagle flight againſt the blaze of every ſcience, 
with an eye that never winks, and a wing that never tires, 
ſhall we ſtoop to the groveling ſophiſtry of frenzied innova- 
tion? Bleſt in the ſull poſſeſſion of every right, that ſocial 
man can have, ſhall we liſten to the unnatural ſuggeſtions of 


thoſe, who would rob us of them, and ſacrifice on the aye 
0 


11 
of ſedition the laws that cheriſh and protect us ? — 
God forbid ! — While theſe banners wave over your heads, 
and while you bear the arms of your King and Country, 
while you profeſs the religion of the mild Jeſus, you will 
protect the former, as the moſt effectual method of imitating 
the beneficence of the latter — your officers will bear in 
mind, that one of the higheſt duties they owe to their maker, 
and one of the moſt ſubſtantial benefits they can render to 
their country 1s, to train up thoſe under their command to 
ſettled principles and habits of religion. Religion 1s the only 
foundation of true courage; the only pledge for perſevering 
fidelity in the path of military duty. Unreflecting raſhneſs, 
inſenſibility to danger, the dread of puniſhment, deſpair, 
pride, paſſion, the deſire of revenge, theſe and other motives, 
all more or leſs culpable or defective, may lead the comba- 
tant through many difficulties and dangers, and ſupply for a 


time the place of better principles. But what is the re ſolu- 


tion derived from theſe ſources, compared with the genuine 
fortitude which ke feels, who reſts with humble and lively 


confidence on the ſuperintending care of an all wiſe, all 
D merciful, 
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merciful, and all powerful protector ever preſent with every 


individual in the crowded tumult of battle — a being to- 
whoſe favor he has habitually ſtudied to recommend himſelf 

by a faithful obedience to his laws — to whoſe determination 
| he cheerfully ſubmits, whatever 1s to befal him, whether it 
be ſafety or ſuffering, life or death ? Such are the principles 
which lead to an upright, and magnanimous diſcharge of 
profeſſional duty, Principles which will induce the ſoldier, 
while he remains among his fellow citizens, to diſtinguiſh: 
himſelf by a manly, decent, pious deportment — Such are 
the principles which will confirm his reſolution, when he is 
engaged in the ſhock of battle, convinced that if he lives, he 
lives to be crowned with honor, and to receive the applauſe 
and rewards of a grateful country : or, ſhould the period of 
his earthly pilgrimage, be terminated on the field of blood, 
he will joyfully reſign his breath, cheered with the ſweet 
hope of riſing in a glorious immortality ; where wars and 
tumults ſhall be no more, but peace and pleaſure ſhall for 
ever reign — where the wicked ceaſe from troubling and 


the weary are at reſt, 


Let. 


E 
Let us now, with humble adoration implore the protection 


of that God, who alone giveth victory in the battle. 


——— 


Eternal Lord of Hoſts, we implore thee to protect this 
band, who have undertaken to be the inſtruments of our 
defence in this ſeaſon of danger — May thy bleſſing reſt 
upon them — May the banners now delivered to wave over 
them, never wave in a field of blood. But, if, to the field 
of blood, they muſt go, may they bear their banners to 
ſucceſs and victory! With a courage enlighten'd, prudent 
and daring, may they ever protect proſperouſly the ſacred 
intereſts of the people and the throne. May triumph attend 
their toils, and may they be rewarded by the approbation 


of their own mind, by the gratitude of their country, and 
by the bleſſing of Thee their God, 


O thou, who art the King of Kings! let the reign of His 
Majeſty King George, be long and happy — While we 
beſeech thee to preſerve his ſubjects loyal, we beſeech thee 


at the ſame time, to preſerve them for ever free, 


May 


6 . 

kay thoſe of our brethren who ſuſtain the fatigues of 
war on a foreign ſoil, experience thy favor. By their 
heroiim, may they ſoon atchieve the reſloration of an 


honorable and permanent peace, and may they then return 


in ſafety to their kindred and home. 


Do thou grant, merciful God, that all who at home or 
abroad, ſupport in , military character, the cauſe of the 
country, may cultivate as the firmeſt baſts of courage, and 
the ſureſt earneſt of thy favor, the principles and the 
practice of piety, Give ever to our country valiant and 
ſucceſsful ſoldiers, by giving us devout and virtuous men. 
Supported by ſuch men, and bleſt by thy providence, may 
Britain ever flouriſh, and may our conſtitution mingle it's 


ruins enly with the ruins of the world ! 


Hear us, heavenly father! and do thou more for us, 
and for all mankind, than we can either aſk or think, 


for the ſake of Jeſus Chriſt, our moſt bleſſed Lord and 


Saviour — to whom, &c. 


